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The Feasibility Study For An Organic Turkey Of Farmers In Central Northeastern Region
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Abstract

This study was aimed to study general information of social and economic
conditions, animal husbandry, marketing, problems and obstacles experienced by turkey
farmers and to determine the feasibility study for an organic turkey of farmers in central
northeastern region province group (Roi-Et, Khon Kaen, Mahasarakham and Kalasin). In order
to collect the information, 246 turkey farmers were interviewed with questionnaires.

The result showed that 61 % interviewees were male and their average ages were
51.50 years old. Most of them were Buddhism, farming (rice cultivation) was their main
income and the organic turkey farming was their second job. Moreover, 49.60% of them
have been trained for organic farming or livestock before. The majority of turkeys they
reared were mixed breed (76.50%) with three types of rearing system which are semi-
intensive system, free-range system and intensive system in the percentage of 77.60, 21.10
and 1.20 respectively. The turkey farms release to breed within the herd were founded to
be 95.10%. 37.90% of farmers used homemade turkey feed and 73.60% of them mainly
considered for nutritional value, protein intake and age of the turkeys. 63.40% of farmers
have never managed to make a farm record. 98% of the farmers sold their turkeys alive and
half of the costumers (50%) were general consumers in the community. The rest of the
costumers were members of the farmer network and merchant middleman in the
percentage of 27.80 and 22.20 respectively. In fact, the main problems and obstacles
experienced by the farmers were lack of knowledge in animal breed and breeding
improvement, high-priced feed ingredients, underpricing of the turkeys, lack of knowledge in
marketing and uncertain distribution of the products. In terms of farmers opinions regarding
the regulation of organic agriculture, Thai agricultural standard (TAS) 9000 part 2-2554, the
most practical regulations were turkey houses and free rage system, farm management,
transportation and slaughter, management of animal health, water and waste, change of
production process into organic farming system, data recording and storage. On the contrary,
the least practical regulations were origin of the turkeys and feed. However, most of the

farmers (84.60%) were interested in organic turkey farming system.

Keywords: Feasibility, Turkey, Organic Farming System, Central Northeastern Region
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