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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research was to study on the system of production and
marketing turkey in the upper north-eastern region consisting eleven provinces.
Questionnaire was used in this study; in addition, 131 farmers raising turkeys, 3
middlemen and 5 food shop owners selling turkey for food were interviewed.

It has been found that majority of the farmers raising turkey was their sideline
90.84%. They reared turkey on a small farm with 6-20 brood hens 46.04%. Most of the
breed was crossbreed of 54.91%. Breeding was done by allowing the mating of brood
hen and tom naturally on a farm, 72.52%. Brood hens lay eggs at the average of 3.31
times a year, 13.83 eggs per times natural hatching of 83.78% with the average hatching
rate of 78.30%. Prior to placement, 80.92%, with an area allowing them to pasture
95.42%, fed with concentrate feeds added with local feed plants 41.24%. Animal feeds
ingredients were purchased outside the farm from animal feed supply farmer market
56.58% particularly rice bran 56.04%. Raised turkey with other poultry 71.76% were
brought to be raised on the farm, they were quarantined not less than 15 days 62.60%.
Vaccination was administered following the program 48.08%. When the animals get sick,
the farmers treated by themselves 87.50% by using antibiotic 65.96%, deworming was
done regularly 73.28%. The farmers had the capital for egg production 4.80 baht per
egg. Turkey poults at the early age to 8 weeks were sold at 89.88 baht per head, for 9-
28 weeks 231.43 baht per head, for brood hen and tom 535.78 baht per head. Mostly
was for feeds cost 45.49% so as they earned from selling eggs 15.63 baht per egg, poults
at the early age to 4 weeks 90.80 baht per head, for poults aged 5-12 weeks were sold
at 189.81 baht per head, 13-28 weeks for 325.39 baht per head, toms 158.04 per kilo,
brood hens 156.81 baht per kilo and for feedlot turkey meat 151.36 baht per kilo and



sold to the consumers in the community 48.60%. The farmers encountered problems
inbreeding on the farm 43.30%. The feed ingredients were costly 40.76%, lack of
knowledge on sanitation and animal disease protection 59.20%, and lack of planning
production 50.47%.

Marketing turkey system in the upper north-eastern region is a market where
there is buying and selling in the community. Farmer producers set up the price by
themselves besides they turned to be trader collectors as their sideline. They purchased
at unlimited amount at the farm price equals to the price they sold to the customers,
thus made the transportation expenses high together with giving services for the
dissection at the rate of 50-100 baht each. While majority of the restaurant food dealers
offered turkey recipes as special local food to the consumers who were passer- by
customers with necessity at the average 7.80 each per week, so as when the turkey
transported from the farm to the consumers, farmers had a high market share 97.50 %,
while the share of the market traders got only 2.50 %, but with marketing costs 6.10% of
the retail price. For the marketing channels for turkeys in the upper north-eastern region
started from the producer farmers sold lived turkey to the consumers in the community
at 48.60%, and for the farmers 24.58%, trader collectors in the region 16.21% and trader
collectors from different regions 2.23%, while the traders bought lived turkeys and were
collected before selling, both lived and dissected ones were led to farmers for breeding
in 37.50%, and restaurant food dealers 25%, which led to be processed as food recipe
sold to consumers as passer-by customers 60% and local consumers 40%.

Keywords: Production System, Marketing System, Turkey, Upper North-Eastern Region
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